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ABSTRACT 



From the earliest years of its existence, the 
Association of American Colleges has been concerned with the place of 
the church— related college In American society. The reason for this 
is simply the conviction that something very important would be lost 
in the total spectrum of higher education should these colleges pass 
out of existence. The growing movement toward secularization In the 
50 f s and 60 f s, however, has given rise to uncertainty in many 
quarters as to the distinctiveness of the church-related college. 
Moreover, many have raised the question of whether these institutions 
serve the public good at all. It was with these questions in mind 
that the Association^ Commission on Religion In Higher Education 
decided to hold a conference on the contribution of the 
church-related college to the public good. Faculty, students, 
administrators, trustees, and church— board executives were Invited to 
attend the conference, and approximately 50 persons convened for the 
2-day session. This document contains the program of the conference 
and the issues discussed. Although the issues were not finally 
resolved by the conference, it is felt that a greater understanding 
of the alternatives for church- related higher education has been 
achieved- (HS) 
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Foreword 



From the earliest years of its existence the Association of 
American Colleges has been concerned with the place of the 
church-related college in American society. Although the fact 
that such institutions were instrumental in founding the Associa- 
tion might serve to explain that concern, there is a more funda- 
mental reason why the Association has continued to examine the 
role of these institutions and to support their continuing viability. 
That reason is simply the conviction that something very impor- 
tant would be lost in the total spectrum of American higher 
education were they to pass out of existence: that is, the religious 
values which gave rise to the tradition of liberal learning in this 
country. 

The growing movement toward secularization in the fifties 
and sixties, however, encouraged both by segments of the aca- 
demic and ecclesiastical world, have given rise to uncertainty and 
confusion in many quarters as to the distinctiveness and unique- 
ness of the church-related college. Moreover, many have raised 
the question whether, in fact, these institutions serve the public 
good and whether it is in the public interest to continue to 
encourage the relationship between college and church. 

It was with these questions in mind that the Association’s 
Commission on Religion in Higher Education decided to hold a 
conference on The Contribution of the Church-Related College 
to the Public Good. The Commission believed that persons from 
a wide spectrum of the church-related college community and the 
churches should be involved in an examination of the issue. It 
was decided, therefore, to invite faculty, students, administrators, 
trustees, church board executives, and a few other interested 
persons to participate. 
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With the generous cooperation of The Johnson Foundation 
of Racine, Wisconsin, the conference was held at Wingspread, the 
Foundation’s conference center in Racine, on December 8—10, 
1969. Approximately fifty persons convened for the two-day 
session. A major research paper was prepared on the historical 
background of the issue by Dr. Charles E. Peterson, Jr., Asso- 
ciate Professor of Education at Ohio University. Other papers 
were contributed by Dr. Joseph P. Kelly of Webster College, 
Dr. Charles S. McCoy of the Pacific School of Religion, and 
Dr. Wesley A. Hotchkiss of the United Church of Christ. These 
papers, and the responses by friendly critics, are reproduced in 
this little volume in the hope that they will enable a wider 
audience to share in the examination of the issues which absorbed 
the conferees. 

Although the issues were not finally resolved by the con- 
ference at Wingspread, it is our conviction that light has been shed 
on them and that we have been moved forward substantially in 
our understanding of the alternatives for church-related higher 
education. 



Frederic W. Ness 
President 
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Introductory Remarks 

William Graham Cole 



I’ve observed on other occasions that as one looks at the 
spectrum of American higher education we find that there are 
four fairly easily distinguishable bands. At the one extreme is the 
totally secular institution. Some of the public colleges and uni- 
versities are banned by law from taking any public position with 
respect to religious values or religious commitment of any sort, 
any attachment or affiliation with any ecclesiastical body. They 
are totally and completely secular. On the other extreme there is 
what one might refer to as the parochial school, the parochial 
college, which sees as its particular function not only carrying on 
the educational process but also makes no bones about the fact 
that it is in business to convert its students to a particular stance, 
a particular posture, of faith and commitment and to a relation- 
ship with an ecclesiastical body. Moving in one band from the 
right one comes to what might be called the Christian college. 
This is an institution which does not necessarily have any relation- 
ship with a particular church body, and yet nonetheless maintains 
a certain Christian ethos. It may or may not at one time have 
been affiliated with a church. Princeton was founded under 
Presbyterian auspices. Smith or Williams, on the other hand, 
although they came out of the Congregationalist tradition in New 
Engiand, never were associated in any official or formal way with 
any church body, and yet these institutions do maintain a chapel; 
they employ a chaplain;— there is a certain Christian ethos about 
them, a certain commitment in the larger sense to the Judeo- 
Christian tradition. And then as one moves in one band from 
the other side one comes to the church-related college which 
shares with the Christian college and the secular institution a pri- 
mary commitment to education as its task, but shares with the 
parochial institution an affiliation with a particular denomination. 
It is proud of the heritage which lies in its past. 

Now the movement on this spectrum across the last three 
hundred and thirty-three years since Harvard was founded in 
1636, the movement on this spectrum has been all in the direc- 
tion of secularization. The day, obviously, of the founding of 
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new church institutions is pretty well over. Many of the older 
church institutions are moving either to become Christian colleges 
or becoming totally secular and the question which of course 
confronts all of us today is whether this is a good or a bad thing; 
for other institutions it may prove to be a bad thing. The purpose 
of this consultation is to try to discuss some of the issues that are 
involved here. To what extent is it to the public good that 
church-related institutions go out of business and become either 
Christian institutions in the broader sense or go totally secular? 
To what extent is it in the public good to maintain the diversity 
which has always characterized American higher education in 
contrast to most of the European countries, for example? 

It was against the background of this question that this 
consultation was planned by the Commission starting well over 
a year ago. We thought it would be worthwhile, not only for the 
participants, but for some light which hopefully would be shed, 
beyond the narrow group of people gathered here, in the realm 
of church-related higher education and in the realm of higher 
education at large. So we hope to look at this against the back- 
ground of the historical situation, looking at institutions which 
have gone one route or the other, and we hope to consider quite 
seriously the position of those who think this will be a great loss 
to the public good if the church-related institution disappears and 
to consider with equal seriousness the point of view of those who 
believe that it would be a great gain. I am hopeful that with the 
leadership we have here that this is going to be a very fruitful 
time not only for us, but hopefully will be of some use for the 
higher educational community at large. 
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